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1 88 Reviews of Books 

The style of these volumes is more that of a newspaper reporter 
than of an historical treatise. St. Clair's troops were " an ill disciplined 
lot". Rufus King and Gouverneur Morris were too ready to listen to 
the "siren songs of speculative capitalists". "Wolcott had got wind 
of Duer's shakiness, and thought to save his own skin, by striking be- 
fore the fall came." "The Chesapeake and Delaware Bay project 
bobbed up again and again." This is probably due to the use of the 
material as a basis of informal instruction in college work. 

An appendix to volume II. gives quite a full bibliography. We ob- 
serve, however, in the list of " Histories of Corporations ", no reference 
to the important work on that subject by the late John P. Davis. In the 
supplementary list of " Miscellaneous Books and Articles " it is men- 
tioned, but only for its chapter on " Colonial Companies ", whereas those 
on the " Legal View of Corporations " and " Modern Corporations " are 
largely applicable to early American conditions, while that on "Joint 
Stock Companies" contains a valuable summary of the doings of the 
English companies chartered to trade with America — a topic briefly 
treated by the work under review (I. 34 et seq.). 

Simeon E. Baldwin. 

The Records of the Original Proceedings of the Ohio Company. 
Edited with Introduction and Notes by Archer Butler Hul- 
bert, Professor of American History in Marietta College. 
[Marietta College Historical Collections, vol. I., Ohio Company 
Series, vol. I.] (Marietta, Ohio: Marietta Historical Commis- 
sion. 1917. Pp. cxxxvii, 132. $2.50.) 

This is the first of a series of volumes which will contain original 
records, letters, etc., illustrating the settlement and development of 
southeastern Ohio. There is a long introduction by the editor treating 
of the origin of the Ohio Company, the part taken in its formation by 
Rufus Putnam, Manasseh Cutler, and other leaders, the relation be- 
tween the Ohio and Scioto companies, and a summary of the land, 
financial, and "paternalistic" policies of the company. 

The text of the records covers the period from 1786 to December 
21, 1789, and shows, in part, why New England influences were so im- 
portant in this section. The provisions for "compact settlement" (pp. 
45. 52), the grants of land for grist-mills, windmills, etc. (pp. 66, 87, 
95, 113), the articles for settlers to sign (pp. 76-77), the methods of 
dividing lands among the proprietors (pp. 19, 81, 97, 123-125), and the 
efforts made to promote schools and education (pp. 39-40), all remind 
one of New England ideals and methods. These records vividly illus- 
trate the capitalistic as contrasted with the individualistic method of 
promoting the settlement and development of a new region. The latter 
was based on the natural instinct of individuals to migrate to the 
frontier to improve their economic status or to escape from an environ- 
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ment unsatisfactory for other reasons. The other was a capitalistic 
enterprise, conceived by the men of wealth and education who organized 
a company, obtained a large tract of land by grant or purchase, planned 
the details of settlement, allotted or sold lands to the actual settlers, 
provided for their protection and helped to promote their religious, 
social, economic, or political development. Their reward came in the 
profits of the enterprise, in money or land, the power to direct the 
nature of the settlement and to act as officials in the actual government 
of the community. For example, the leading stockholders of the Ohio 
Company were also the first officers appointed for the government of 
the Northwest Territory. Governor Arthur St. Clair, Secretary Win- 
throp Sargent, and Judges Parsons and Varnum were shareholders. 
The two last, with Putnam, were the directors of the company. Sargent 
was the first secretary of the company, as well as the first secretary of 
the Northwest Territory. 

Professor Hulbert makes a vigorous and unqualified defense of 
Manasseh Cutler in his dealings with the Scioto group of speculators. 
He aims "to repudiate sternly such lurking human-like insinuations as 
have been made now and then that Dr. Cutler overstepped the ethical 
boundary lines in his work for the Ohio Company" (p. 55). Lack of 
direct evidence to the contrary favors this conclusion. However, the 
indirect evidence still raises the question whether Cutler squared his 
ethics with those of the group he was seeking favors from (p. 73) ; or 
whether he was lacking in the astuteness needed to fathom the char- 
acter and motives of these men, a supposition not quite in harmony with 
the sketch given of his character (p. 58). Elsewhere Professor Hulbert 
speaks of the "credulity of the Ohio Company's agents" (p. 88) and 
explains Cutler's connection and dealings with this notorious group on 
the ground that he was in complete ignorance of their real motives and 
character (pp. 58, 72-77). 

The introduction as a whole is exceedingly well written, and for the 
first time adequately presents the story of the founding of the company 
and its influence. The form, appearance, and editing of the book are 
excellent. Historical students are fortunate in being assured that the 
editorship of this series is in such competent hands, and we shall look 
forward eagerly to the completion of a series that will contain one of 
the most important collections of sources for the study of this section 
of the West. 

Marcus W. Jernegan. 

A History of the United States. By Edward Channing. Volume 
IV. Federalists and Republicans, 1789-18 15. (New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 1917. Pp. vii, 575. $2.75.) 

Professor Channing's fourth volume deals with the history of the 
United States between the years 1789 and 1815. It has not quite as 
many words as the two and two-thirds volumes allotted to the same 



